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GBOEGB WASHINGTON PAEKB CUSTIS'S OPINION 
OF PORTRAITS OP WASHINGTON. 

At a stated meeting of the Historical Society of Penn- 
sylvania, held in November of 1893, the Hon. M. Russell 
Thayer presented the following letters of the late George 
Washington Parke Custis, in which he expresses his opinion 
as to the relative value of the various portraits of Wash- 
ington. 

Philadelphia, April 10, 1893. 

Hampton L. Carson, Esq., Recording Secretary Histori- 
cal Society of Pennsylvania. 

My dear Sir, — I desire to present to the Historical So- 
ciety, through you, the letters which I enclose herein, 
thinking, as I do, that all such letters which are of historic 
value should be placed in some permanent and safe de- 
pository, where they will not be subject to the changes and 
vicissitudes to which they are exposed so long as they remain 
in the hands of individuals. 

These letters, dated respectively June 6, 1857, and July 
21, 1857, were written by George Washington Parke Custis 
to Mr. Thomas William Ohanning Moore, who resided in 
the city of New York, and upon his death they came into 
the hands of his niece, Mrs. Elizabeth E. Coleman, widow 
of the Rev. Reuben Lindsay Coleman, of Albemarle County, 
Virginia. Mrs. Coleman was the daughter of Lydia Hub- 
bard Moore, who was sister of Thomas William Channing 
Moore, and who married the Rev. William H. Hart, of New 
York City. The letters were given to me by Mrs. Coleman. 

George Washington Parke Custis died at Arlington, Oc- 
tober 10, 1857, a few months after these letters were written. 

The chief value of the letters consists in the fact that 

they express the opinion of Mr. Custis upon the subject of 

the relative value of the various portraits of Washington, — a 

subject upon which he was qualified to speak with authority. 
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I am not aware of their having been published heretofore, 
and they appear to me to present considerable interest. 
I remain, 

My dear Mr. Carson, 

Very truly and faithfully yours, 

M. Russell Thayer. 

Arlington House, 6th June, 1857. 
My Dr. Sir : 

I indeed owe you an apology for the long time in non 
answering of your kind & very interesting letter of the 14th 
ulto. 

I have been much engaged, & my correspondence (on one 
subject only) so great, as to be often in arrear. 

There are so many likenesses of the Pater Patria some of 
very old date that it is hard to estimate their genuineness. 
It should be remembered that we had very few artists of 
merit in our olden times, & hence many of the portraits that 
have descended to modern days, should be received with 
caution. Robertson was the only miniature painter of emi- 
nence, say of sixty to sixty five years ago, & resided I think 
in New York, his portraits of the Chief & Mrs. (called Lady 
Washington in the Army) was taken in 1790 or 91. The en- 
graving you saw from the National Gallery was engraved 
from a superb miniature in my possession by Field. 

As to the Wertmuller Picture, it is in my opinion an im- 
position in toto, and so I told the Swedish Ambassador who 
waited on me to get information respecting it. It is said to 
have been painted in 1795. Now I was not a day absent 
from the family of the Chief during 1795, & am sure that 
no such artist as "Wertmuller had sittings of the great man 
at that period. The finest and purest likeness of the Chief, 
is the original picture in crayon by Sharpless done in 1796, 
and with the original by Peale in 1772, of the Provincial 
Colonel, 1 forms the First and last of the originals of "Wash- 

1 The study for this picture is in the collection of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania. See Penna. Mag., Vol. XVI. p. 257.— Ed. Penna. 
Mag. 
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ington most to be relied upon in the world. Stuart is the 
great original of the First President of the V. S., Peale of the 
Colonial Officer, Sharpless of the man. 

The Photograph copies you are pleased to say that you 
will present to me, will be gratefully received, & placed 
among the Washington Treasures at the Arlington House. 

It will give me pleasure to furnish you with any other in- 
formation you may desire, & should you journey South- 
wardly I shall be most happy to make you welcome to my 
house. 

With high respect, believe me, Dr. Sir. 

Faithfully yours, 

George W. P. Custis. 

T. W. C. Moore, Esq. 

P. S. — I have no recollection of the work presented by the 
great Baron Steuben. 

Endorsed as follows : 

Reed June 11. 

Ansd. " 23 — & sent Photograph of Washington & wife, 
from the original miniatures, from life, by Archd. Robertson. 

Arlington House, 21st July, 1857. 
My Dr. Sir : 

Your very kind and interesting letter of the 23rd ulto has 
been very much too long unanswered. I have been in the 
habit of receiving notices from Adams & Co.'s express of the 
arrival of articles to my address at the Depot in Washington. 
In regard to the Photographs you have been so kind as to 
send me, no notice arriving, I waited for some time, and 
then sent to the Depot & obtained the articles. 

I thank you for them, they are antique, remarkable for 
their age, as well as for their portrayal of features that have 
so long passed away & then there is scarcely any one now 
living to identify them. Compared with modern works, 
the photographs shew the vast improvements of the arts. 
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The miniature by Field of Lady "Washington is magnificent, 
one of the finest specimens of the art of miniature painting 
in the world. The engraving by Longacre is but so-so — I 
have a request from Rembrandt Peale, for the loan of the 
Provincial Colonel by C. W. Peale in 1772, to make a copy of 
it. I have declined to allow it to go out of my house where 
the Washington Treasures must remain during my lifetime. 
We are sadly in want of prime engravers in our country. 
Painters excellent, & abundant. My Peale & Sharpless should 
be well engraved for posterity, I assured Lord Napier, who 
made me an especial visit to inspect the Treasures, that the 
Sharpless (original from life) was the best likeness of the man 
extant. Trumbull for the figure, Stuart for the head, & 
Sharpless the expression and you have all you can have of 
the portraiture of Washington. "We must have a National 
Portrait by & by, the American people, & the Good, the 
"Wise & the Brave of all humanity demand it. The fame & 
memory of the Pater Patria grow with time, and now when 
a few gray heads like my own are only left to tell what 
"Washington looked like, now is the time for the National 
Portrait. 

It will always give me pleasure to hear from you, & in yr 
journey Southwardly, to make you welcome to Arlington 
House. Hoping that you enjoy yr health, I remain Dr Sir 

Faithfully yours, 

George "W. P. Custis. 

T. W. 0. Moore, Esq. 



